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STAR 
 

STAR Testing has begun!!!  
The weeks of April 26 ð May 
7, are STAR test weeks.  Stu-
dents need to get a good 
nightõs rest; as well as a nutri-
tious breakfast, before school 
each day.  It is very impor-
tant for students to be at 
school every day, and to ar-
rive on time.  Please, if possi-
ble, students should remain in 
school the whole day; try to 
avoid early check outs. 
STAR Test make-ups will be 
the week of May 10; however, 
your childõs best test-taking 
opportunity would be to take 
it with their classmates at the 
regularly scheduled time,  
April 26ð May 7.  Thank you 
for your support and help in 
giving your child the best 
chance for success on their 
STAR test. 

St. Judes Math-A-Thon 
 

A BIG  òTHANK YOUó to 
all the students and parents 
who made our first annual St. 
Judes Math-A-Thon such a 
great success.  The final to-
tal was $4,377.25 raised for 
the St. Judes Childrenõs 
Research Hospi ta l ! ! !  
Wow!!!  The greatest part of 
this story is the money is go-
ing to help other children 
survive cancer.  Since St. Jude 
began their work, the cancer 
survivor rate has increased 
from a 4% to a 94% survival 
rate or better, in some forms 
of childhood cancers.  That is 
phenomenal.  It is wonderful 
for our students to have a 
part in this great success 
story. 
 
 
 

Community Support 
 

We continue to thank those 
in our community who have 
donated their time, talents 
and funds to our school.  
Your support is so appreci-
ated and welcome.  If you 
would like to make a cash 
donation to our school, 
please submit the form below 
with your donation.  You 
make a difference for our 
children.  Thank you! 
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Name_____________________________________________________________  

 

Address__________________________________________________________  

 

Phone Number____________________Cell Number______________________  

 

I would like this donation to go for_____________________________  

 

_________________________________________________________________  

 

Send to:  Mrs. Linda Denton, Olga Reed School, P. O. Box 318, Los 

Alamos, CA 93440.  Make checks payable to:  Olga Reed ASB  

THANK YOU! 
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Mr. Waxmanõs 2nd 

Grade Class  

It is amazing how quickly the 

end of the school year is ap-

proaching, and how quickly the 

first three quarters have flown 

by!  As of the writing of this arti-

cle, there are only 39 school 

days left. It is going to be a busy 

39 days because there is still 

much to do. By the time you 

read this, we will be in the mid-

dle of STAR testing. Please 

make sure your child gets plenty 

of rest at this time, and eats a 

good breakfast.  Also encourage 

your child to do his/her very best 

during testing. 

We were able to take our annual 

whale watching field trip at the 

end of March. We had a great 

time. We saw only one gray 

whale, but we saw plenty of dol-

phins and humpback whales. It 

was a great opportunity for our 

children to learn about marine 

life. When asked to tell about 

something that they had 

learned, a number of students 

mentioned that they do not do 

well on boats! It was a rough 

sea that day, but we all survived. 

Thank you to all the parents who 

helped supervise this trip. I also 

would like to thank the PTF for 

their tireless work to raise funds 

to help pay for this trip, and 

thanks once again to the Chu-

mash Indians of Santa Ynez for 

their generous financial dona-

tion. Without all this help, this 

trip would not be possible. 

learn cursive.  They were up 

to the challenge! Everyone 

has learned to write in cur-

sive now...and their handwrit-

ing is beautiful!!!  Well done, 

First Graders. 

We have been learning to 

ñnever give upò, too.  Many 

literature stories we have 

been sharing, involve the 

Mrs. Nyenhuisõ 1st 

Grade Class  

Our class has been learning 

to write in cursive.  Usually, 

this is a skill learned in 3rd 

Grade, but so many of the 

students had such beautiful 

manuscript handwriting, they 

were ready for a new chal-

lenge.  We decided to try to 

theme to ñnever give up, but 

keep tryingò.  We read a fa-

ble called, ñThe Tortoise and 

the Hareò.  More recently, we 

read about Thomas Edison, 

a great American.  Thomas 

Edison invented so many 

things, but he did thousands 

of experiments, before he got 

what he wanted...he never 

gave up.  

Classroom Communiqués  

all of you! 

We will be starting state test-

ing the week of April 26, so 

remember kids, go to bed 

early, eat right, and try your 

hardest and good things will 

happen.  I have a standing 

ensentive every year that if 

any of my students score 

100% in any subject area, I 

take them out to lunch at 

Charlieôs when we get back 

to school in the fall. 

Lastly, I would like to remind 

all of my parents and stu-

dents that our science fair is 

on May 20th, the night of 

Open House.  Donôt wait until 

the last minute to get those 

projects done. 

Iôd like to thank the commu-

nity, as well as the parents, 

for your continued support of 

our school.  We couldnôt do it 

without you. 

            

 Until next time,adios, 

                     Mr. Luis 

 

Mr. Luisõ 7th and 

8th Grade Class  

Our seventh and eighth grad-

ers are rolling right along.  

We just finished the 3rd quar-

ter and are well on our way 

to wrapping up the year.  

Congratulations to all those 

students who made honor 

roll and conduct club.  A spe-

cial congrats goes out to 

those students with a perfect 

4.0  (Marisol Zepeda, Haili 

Key, Levi Luis, and Lane 

Luis). Keep up the hard work, 

 
ò...he never gave up.ó 

òI have a standing 

incentive every year 

that if any of my 

students score 100% 

in any subject area, I 

take them out to 

lunch at 

Charlieõsé.ó 
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 Mrs. Wigginsõ 

4th/5th Grade 

Class  

 
In Mrs. Wigginsô 4

th
 and 5

th
 

grade class, we are busy 
with our power point Mission 
and State reports. We also 
stay busy reading and writing 
poetry. Weôve begun to learn 
about the solar system and 
famous scientists such as 
Charles Darwin and Sir Isaac 
Newton. Three super 5

th
 

graders whoôve been putting 
together our ñRoom #16 Ga-

zetteò are making appren-
tices of three fourth graders. 
Joon and Jessica are always 
reading up a storm. I think 
Jessica will break a school 
record and create a new re-
cord with Accelerated Read-
ing points. Mrs. Wiggins is 
reading ñBreaking Throughò 
by Francisco Jimenez to the 
class. If that last name 
sounds familiar, itôs because 
we have Kaleb Jimenez in 
class. Itôs his great uncle who 
wrote ñThe Circuitò and itôs 
sequel, ñ Breaking Through.ò 
How cool is that? These are 

autobiographical books and 
the setting names many local 
places such as Santa Maria 
and Guadalupe. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ñ...Jessica will break a  
school record and create 

 a new record with  
Accelerated Reading points.ò 

chapter book about them-
selves.  I am so proud of 
each of you!  In math, we 
are learning some division 
facts, the 2ôs, 5ôs, and 
7ôs.  It is still a little tough 
for us, but we are starting to 
get the hang of it.  Miss 
Morris canôt stop bragging 
about each of you and all of 

Ms. Morrisõ/Mrs. 

Wilkanoskiõs 3rd 

Grade Class  

All the 3rd  graders have 
finished their autobiogra-
phies.  I am really enjoying 
reading the stories of each 
of their lives.  This is a 5- 

your hard work.  Keep up 
the GOOD JOB!! 

 

 

òIn math, we are learning 

some division factséó 

5th Grade 

Bryce Xochitl Laura 

Carly Dylan Joseph 

6th Grade 

Jacob Arturo Victor 

Ulisses Yulisa Carmen 

Ivan Jose Cameron 

Bryan Denis Genesis 

Andres Jorge Stephanie 

Valerie Rachel Victor 

Leslie Raul Isabella 

Robert Erik Madison 

Tahlia David Kathrine 

Brandi  Eriberto  

Indiana  Tahmara 

 

Congratulations 

D.A.R.E. 

Graduates 

Mrs. McGrayõs 

5th/6th Grade 

Class  

Congratulations to Carly, Dy-

lan, Cameron, and Isabella!  

They won the D.A.R.E. essay 

contest and read their essays 

at our graduation ceremony 

on April 14, 2010. 

Also, congratulations to 

Genesis and Leslie for win-

ning the Choice Awards.  

These young ladies are mak-

ing good choices in their eve-

ryday lives. 

The following students 

graduated from the D.A.R.E. 

program: 

 

òThese young 

ladies are 

making good 

choices in their 

everyday lives.ó 
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Mommy  
 

My mom loves me. 
Over at my house mommy is 
the best. 

Mommy hugs and kisses me. 
My mom is the best. 
Yes I love the dinners Mom 
cooks. 
                By:  Paige 
 

 
Mommy  
 

Mommy tucks me in. 
Often my mom takes a nap. 
My mom takes me to the 
zoo. 
My mom lets me sleep with 
her. 
You are a nice mom and I 
love you! 
 

                By:  Rylee 
 

 
My Mom  
 

My mom gives me hugs. 
Your smile makes me 
happy . 

Mom is the best to us. 
One time we played games 
together. 

My mom loves me! 
 

            By:  Anthony 
 

 
Mommy  
 

My mom takes me to school. 
Oh, my mom took me to 
Boomers. 

My mom is the best. 
My mom loves me. 
You would be lucky to have 

my mom.  My mom is 
beautiful. 

 
             By:  Savanna 
 

 
 

My Mom 
 
My mom loves me so much-
you could make my heart 
break. 
You would like a mom like 
mine 

And my mom loves. 
 

            By:  Olivia 
 

 

My Mom 
 

My mom makes snacks. 
My mom hugs me. 
My mom likes me 
My mom hugs me. 
 

              By: David  
 
 

My Mom 
 

My mommy gives me kisses. 
You would like being with my 
mom. 

My mom loves me. 
Oh my mommy gave a sur-
prise. 

My mom is beautiful. 
 

            By:  Andrea  

 
 

My Mama 
 
My Mama bakes cakes. 
You are lucky to have a cat. 
My Mama is beautiful. 
Ah my Mama took me to the 
fair. 

Mama loves me. 
And it is your birthday. 
The fair is open again. 
The sun is shining. 
The sun is shining brightly so 

we can go on the slip 
and slide again. 

 
          By: April  
 
 

 

Mommy  
 

Mommy gives me hugs.  
Yes, I love my mommy. 
My mom went horseback 
riding with  me. 
One time I made a salad with 
my  mom. 
My mom likes the flowers I 
bring 
You would play games with 
me, Mom. 
 
                   By:  Braydon  

 
 

My Mom 
 
My mom takes me to school.  
My mom  loves me. 

You would love her too. 
My mom is who I like and 
love. 
One time mom made an oc-
topus cake. 

My mom loves me! 
 
                    By:  Asusena  
 

Mother  
 

My mom made a cake. 
Once, my mom read me a 
book. 
The colors blue and green 
she likes. 

Her favorite thing is a book. 
Every day she gives me a 
hug. 
Remember going to the 
beach? 
 
                         By: Jorgé  
 

        Happy  
     Motherõs  
    Day, to all  
   our wonder- 
  ful Mothers.            

òMotheró Poems By Ms. Schneiderõs Kindergarten Class 

Mommy  
 
Mom is reading a 
book to me, 
On a bench waiting 
for the bus. 

Mom I love you. 
Mom makes me pan-
cakes. 

Yummy food! 
 
               By:  Adrian  
 

My Mom 
 
My mom makes 
cupcakes. 
Yeah! Tomorrow 
we make cakes. 

Mom, I love you. 
Oh, I wish it was 
your birthday 
again. 
Mom thank you for 
buying me toys. 
 
            By:  Oscar 
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Mrs. Salvesenõs 

Kindergarten Class  

We did a lot of activities 

and centers with plastic 

eggs the week before 

spring break.  This in-

cluded math problems and 

counting money, and find-

ing words and letters in 

eggs.  We had a fun egg 

hunt on the last day where 

our brothers and sisters 

from Mrs. Wigginsô class 

got to hide the eggs for us!  

Since returning from 

break, we are getting very 

serious about preparing 

for 1st grade. 

We have been doing more 

writing and always check 

for capitals and punctua-

tion.  We are doing math 

addition with the numbers 

on playing cards.  

We have also started 

movement and dance 

class through Arts Out-

reach.  We have had lots 

of interesting weather as 

we study spring weather.   

Our mornings continue to 

be busy, full, interesting 

and fun! 

 

 

May 28    Awards Assembly   

 8:30 a.m. 

May 31    Memorial Day  

 Holiday 

 

 

 

May 3ð7 STAR Testing 

May 13    Board Mtg. 5:30pm 

May 20    11:40 Dimissal 

May 20     Open House  & 

 Science Fair 6:00pm 

May 22     Town-Wide Gar-

 age  Sale 9:00 a.m. -

 2:00 pm 

Looking Ahead:  

June 3   Budget Adoption 

Board Meeting 5:30 p.m. 

June 9   Awards Assembly 

8:30 a.m. 

June 10 Last Day of School 

11:40 a.m. dismissal.  

Graduation 5:00 p.m. 

Roberto  5/29 

7th Grade 

Jesus  5/30 

Luis  5/3 

8th Grade 

Julie  5/24 

Priscilla  5/16 

 

 

Happy  

Birthday!  

Kindergarten 

Laritza   5/19 

2nd Grade 

Sean   5/16 

David   5/29 

3rd Grade 

Rachael 5/19 

4th Grade 

Lizbeth  5/14 

Kaitlin  5/23 

6th Grade 

Jacob  5/21 

Stephanie 5/28 

May Birthdays  

Just Around The Corner ñUpcoming Events  

òSince returning 
from break, we 
are getting very 
serious about 
preparing for 
1st grade.ó 

òIt is not 

enough to 

have a good 

mind.   The 

main thing is 

to use it well.ó 

ñRene Descartes 
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Getting to Know You ñ Ms. Schneider  

Where were you born?   Phoenix, Arizona;   I lived there for 40 

years.  

Where did you go to elementary school?   Valley View Elemen-

tary  

Where did you go to high school?   East High School  

Where did you go to college?   I began with a year at The Uni-

versity of Arizona.   Then I transferred to Arizona State Univer-

sity.   There I received my BA and ME degrees.   I did post 

graduate work at The University of Phoenix, Cal Poly and 

UCSB. 

How long have you worked at Olga Reed School?   This is my 

12th year here.  

What other jobs have you had beside Olga Reed School?   My 

first job was at my fatherôs auto air conditioning business.  I 

handled inventory, cleaned, and did bookwork.   When I got 

my driverôs license, I began delivering parts around town.  My 

first teaching job was in my old Elementary school teaching 

Kindergarten.   Later, I taught 5 th and 6 th grade in the Pender-

gast School District in Tolleson, Arizona.   Before moving 

here, I taught for sixteen years in the Laveen School Dis-

trict.   There I taught 5th and 6 th grade, Junior High Science, 

Math, English, and Social Studies.   I was also an ESL and 

Gifted teacher for the district.   I have also worked as an Edu-

cational Therapist and done consulting for schools and psy-

chologists.   Teaching is by far the best of all jobs!  

Are you married/single?_ Single _ How many children do you 

have?_ I have a 14 year old daughter  

How many brothers and sisters do you have? __2__  Are they 

older or younger than you?___younger_  

What is your favorite color?   Purple, Aqua, & Magenta (I am 

very fond of jewel tones!)  

What is your favorite food?   A slow -cooked beef roast with 

onions, carrots, and potatoes  

What is your favorite restaurant? Macayoôs Mexican Food 

Restaurant in Phoenix  

Do you have any pets? I have two dogs, a Cockapoo named 

Lancer and a Malteze named Simba. I also have two cats 

named Cookie and Moo -Moo and a goldfish.  

What was the last book you read?   Brisinger  

What are your hobbies?   I enjoy Reading, Gardening, Draw-

ing, and Exploring  

Which sport do you like? Swimming  

Do you have a favorite sports team?   Yes  Who? I remain true 

to the ASU Sun Devils  

What do you like to do in your free time?   I like to read neu-

roeducational and brain research  

What one thing would you like to do that you have never had 

the opportunity to do? Iôve always wanted to go hot-air bal-

looning.  

What can you do well?   I am great at coming up with 

ñscathingly brilliantò ideas. 

What is something unusual you have done? I took a road trip 

in a 1919 Pierce -Arrow from Tempe, Arizona to Durango Colo-

rado with the Horseless Carriage Club.  

Have you ever lived in another country? No   

Have you ever visited another country? Yes  What country?  I 

have been to a few border towns in Mexico and   to Vancouver, 

Canada. 

If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you 

like to go?   Someday I want to travel to Australia, New Zea-

land, Europe, and the wilds of Africa.  

What languages do you speak?   I have taken German, Span-

ish, and French but English is the only one I would test in.  

Have you ever met a famous person? Only ones the older 

generation will know.   Who?   Erma Bombeck, Eric Swann, 

Linda Ronstadt, Alice Cooper, and Barry Goldwater.  

What famous person would you like to meet?   I would love to 

meet Barack Obama while here on Earth.   In Heaven I want to 

meet Jesus.  

Who has had the most influence in your life?   My maternal 

grandmother, Grace Solms Gates, was a powerhouse of a 

woman.   She valued an education above almost anything and 

instilled a great desire and respect for learning into me.   She 

was also highly committed to the betterment of mankind.   Her 

life was spent educating children and adults and looking for 

ways to make life better for the people in her community.   She 

believed education   was the one thing that could make perma-

nent change in peopleôs lives.  She had a motto that I have 

always remembered:   When you educate a boy, you have an 

educated man. But, when you educate a girl, you have an 

educated family.  
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